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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 1 lines 7-8 recites ". . .from the alarm interface, to contact a local emergency 
center... " which is unclear and confusing as it is not known if the 'device, controller, or 
monitoring center' contacts the local emergency center due to grammatical issues which makes 
the claim unclear and therefore indefinite. Appropriate clarification and/or correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3, 5-11, and 13-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fu et al., Pub. No. US 2002/0169584 Al. 
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Regarding claim 1, Fu teaches a device(Fig.l) comprising: 

a controller(30-40 Fig.l); 

a communication interface coupled to the controller(30-35 Fig.l and para 0028); 
an alarm interface coupled to the controller(25-35 Fig.l); and 
a storage unit including at least one message(50 Fig.l), 

wherein the controller is arranged to contact a monitoring center(40 Fig.l) via the 
communication interface upon detection of an alarm condition from the alarm interface, to 
contact a local emergency center(para 0029; 911) upon receiving a command from the 
monitoring center and transmit the at least one mcssage(para 0029). 

Regarding claim 2, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1 wherein the 
communication interface is a telephone network interface(35 Fig.l and para 0027; cell phone is a 
telephone). 

Regarding claim 3, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 2 wherein the local 
emergency center is a public safety answering point(para 0029; 91 1 or doctor are public safety 
points). 

Regarding claim 5, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1 further comprising a 
speech recognition unit for determining that the command has been spoken by an operator at the 
monitoring center(para 0029). 

Regarding claim 6, Fu teaches, as best understood due to the 112 issues above, the device 
according to Claim 1 further comprising a flash detector for determining that the command has 
been received(para 0029 or 0037/0040). 

Regarding claim 7, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1 wherein the at least one 
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message includes an audio message(para 0029; prerecorded message or voice synthesis). 

Regarding claim 8, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1 wherein the at least one 
message includes non-audio data(para 0029; email/SMS is non-audio data). 

Regarding claim 9, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1 further comprising a 
speakerphone unit(para 0027-0028; cell phone has speakerphone). 

Regarding claim 10, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 3, wherein the controller is 
further arranged to establish a 3-way communication connection among the device, the 
monitoring center and the public safety answering point(para 0029; 3-way connection is 
established when the doctor request additional patient information). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1, wherein the alarm 
interface includes a wireless interface(25/35 Fig.l and para 0027-0028). 

Regarding claim 13, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1, further comprising an 
audio recorder(para 0029; prerecorded message is an audio recorder). 

Regarding claim 14, Fu teaches a method for utilizing a telecommunication emergency 
service by a remote unit(Fig.l and Fig. 3), the method comprising the steps of: 
detecting at least one alarm condition(para 0027); 

automatically contacting a call center upon detection of the at least one alarm condition(para 
0028); 

upon receiving a command from the call center, automatically contacting the telecommunication 
emergency service and transmitting a stored message(para 0029). 

Regarding claim 15, Fu teaches the method according to Claim 14, wherein the 
telecommunication emergency service is a 91 1 type of service(para 0029). 
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Regarding claim 16, Fu teaches the method according to Claim 14, wherein the call 
center monitors a plurality of remote units(para 0031 and para 0027). 

Regarding claim 17, Fu teaches the method according to Claim 16, wherein the plurality 
of remote units are associated with at least two different public safety answering points(60-70 
Fig.l and 60/70/1 10 of Fig.3) 

Regarding claim 18, Fu teaches the method according to Claim 16, further comprising the 
step of establishing a 3 -way communication connection among the call center, the public safety 
answering point and the remote unit(para 0029; 3-way connection is established when the doctor 
request additional patient information).. 

Regarding claim 19, Fu teaches the method according to Claim 14, further comprising the 
step of allowing a user within speaking range of the remote unit to communicate with the call 
center with a hands-free interface (para 0027; Bluetooth is hands-free and within speaking 
distance range). 

Regarding claim 20, Fu teaches the method according to Claim 14, further comprising the 
step of sending a selection command to the remote unit to select a particular message to be 
transmitted(/?ara 0038; a patient is being monitored; and para 0040-monitors 20/115 sends 
select command to interrupt remote unit to transmit monitoring data message). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

7. Claims 4 and 12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fu et 
al., Pub. No. US 2002/0169584 Al. 

Regarding claim 4, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 2. 

Fu does not expressly disclose a dual tone multiple frequency(DTMF) detector for 
decoding the command. 

However, a DTMF detector for decoding is notoriously well known in the art. 

Official Notice is taken that at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include a DTMF detector for decoding the 
command of the heath monitor calling 91 1 as taught by Fu (para 0029). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so as Fu discloses 
'calling 911' (para 0029) and calling using a DTMF detector was old and well-known in the art 
of telephony calling since this was already an established method of calling via keypad. DTMF 
dialing is also easy to implement for communication between systems. 

Regarding claim 12, Fu teaches the device according to Claim 1 . 
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Fu does not expressly disclose wherein the controller is further arranged to contact at 
least one additional center if contact with the monitoring center cannot be established. 

However, Fu discloses contacting 911 and/or doctors(para 0012-0013) which is one 
additional center. 

Official Notice is taken that at the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to include contacting at least one additional center 
if contact with the monitoring center cannot be established as Fu's invention discloses emergency 
notification based on the health of an individual. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to do so as Fu discloses a 
patient requiring immediate attention and contacting appropriate emergency personnel(para 
0029) therefore including contacting an additional center when the monitoring center cannot be 
established would have been obvious to one skilled in the art since multiple centers have already 
been disclosed by Fu. This would be ensure the patient's immediate attention is handled in an 
timely manner as Fu's invention relates. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSEPH T. PHAN whose telephone number is (571)272-7544. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 9am-6:30pm EST, off every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Joseph T Phan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2614 



